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THOUGHT FOR TONIGHT

One of the real secrets of
happiness is to be content
with what you have.
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PEN PORTRAIT
RIGHT WORSHIPFUL BROTHER

JOHN KEITH LAWRENCE
(P.J.G.W.-N.S.W.C.)(P.S.G.W.-Q.C)

John Keith Lawrence was born at
Kensington, South Australia on 20
September, 1910. He and Doreen
were married on 28 November, 1936
— $0 in two days time they will have
been married 54 years.
Congratulations! They have two sons
and six grandsons.

Keith started his working life as
atelephone technician andclerk inthe
P.M.G. Department. It was then
thought that such people carried a
permanenihead’s ruléiin their funch
bags and so it was. He moved from
Adelaide to Melbourne and then came
to the Central Staff of Treasury —
where our part of the story will begin
in a moment. From the Treasury he
moved to the office of the Auditor
General where he alternately served
as Acting Auditor General. Fitting
round all this he was Administrator
of Nauru, full-time member of the
Prices Justification Tribunal and
presented to Her Majesty the Queen
during her visit in 1954, all this he
fitted in during time off from Masonry.
He certainly met all the claims of civil
duty.

He was initiated in Lodge of St.
George No. 91 {S.A.C)) on 17 May,
1934 and received his other two
degrees in that Lodge. On 28 May,
1945 he affiliated with Lodge
Canberra No. 465. His progress in our
Lodge was interrupted by moves from
Canberra in the course of civil duties.
However in 1956 he was installed as
Worshipful Master — a notable
achievement in a lodge of 250
members and in which 16 Brethren
could be nominated to fill 8 vacancies
for the office of Steward, and all
retiring Stewards would offer
themselves for Tyler. However his
energies extended beyond his own
Lodge. On the Canberra Masonic 8all
Committee he served as Secretary
1948-50 and President in 1957. On
the Canberra United Masonic Temple
Trust he was Secretary 1948-51 and
Chairman of Directors 1955-57. The
concentrated energy of this service to

Craft Masonry from 1945 to 1957 can
be fully appreciated only by those who
were active with our Brother over
those years.

Still in Craft Masonry, in 1959 he
affiliated with William Kerr McLuckie
Lodge No. 476 {Q.C.). In the same year
he inaugurated annual meetings in
Brisbane of Masonic Officers of
Commonwealth Public Servant
Departments and Instrumentalities
under the patronage of the Grand
Master. These meetings attracted
attendances of over 600 brethren. In
1960 he was appointed Assistant
Grand Superintendant of Workings,

No. 10 District, in 1961 he received
the Rank of Past Junior Grand Warden
and in 1969 was appointed Past
Senior Grand Warden in the United
Grand Lodge of Queensland. in 1982
he received the conferred Rank of Past
Senior Grand Warden in our Grand
Lodge. This was, no doubt, also a
recognition of his services to Pure
Ancient Masonry in the formation of
the Supreme Grand Chapter of Mark
and Royal Arch Masons of New South
Wales and the Australian Capital
Territory. This action brought together
under one jurisdication Lodges and
Chapters hitherto attached ‘to
separate New South Wales and
Scottish Grand jurisidictions. For this
contribution to Pure Ancient Masonry
he received the conferred Rank of Past
Grand PFirst Principal and Grand
Master in the new Supreme Grand
Royal Arch Chapter.

This is not the place to discuss
his services to the Additional Degrees
in Freemasonry. Suffice to say he is
known as far afield as the United
States, Canada, Finland and Germany
— as well as in the Australian States
— for his eminence in the 33° in the
Ancient and Accepted Rite.

With ail this service to masonry,
Brother Keith also was a leader in
such activites as Reid Progress
Association, Acton Nursery School,
Reid Pre-School Centre, Royal
Commonwealth Society, Rotary,
and Bowling to mention a few. All
of this fitted in with a family and
church life that is still as strong after
50 years of marriage. Thank you, Keith
and Doreen for your friendship and
service to all of us.

Worshipful Master of Lodge Canberra
Chris Westerman and his wife Daphne
extend to all brethren and their families
best wishes for the coming festive season
and hope for continuing happiness

in the year to come. -





